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TO THE 


R R A D = 


THE Letters, which are the ſubject of 


this Pamphlet, were written at various 


times, as the exigencies of the public affairs 


ſeemed to require them. They are now 
permitted to be publiſhed, from an humble 
hope that ſome perſon of conſequence, 
zealous for the public welfare, and a TRUE 


FRIEND to His Mars TY, may fee them, 
and by that means the labours which gave 


riſe to them, may be attended to ; for, if 
ſomething more than the methods that are 
now practiſed, both for expediting the 
building, and preſerving the ſhips when 


ba _ be not "= adopted and put in 
practice, 


PSS 4 


endure thirty years. 


| PREFAOHK 


practice, it is an undoubted fact, that * 
ſovereignty of the ſeas will depart from 


Britain, and what the conſequence of that 
| muſt be, is too ſhocking. to dwell upon; 


but J am bold to aſſert, that if my labours 


be properly attended to, with a ZEAL 


adequate to the occaſion, his Majeſty may bid 
defiance to all the maritime powers on 
earth. And I am further ſtimulated to 
ſuffer this publication, for the following 
reaſons : Firſt, Theſe letters will be a full 
refutation of ſome Anti- Britiſh. ſpeeches 
lately made in a great aſſembly, and (if 
admitted as facts) they will ſhew, that fo 
far from France alone being able to ren- 
« der her navy ſuperior to that of Britain,” 


the whole of our enemies cannot keep pace | 


with the augmentation of the Royal Fleet, 
and that while their ſhips will affuredly 
periſh . in nine or ten years at mot, I will 
ſo ſeaſon the Britiſh ſhips, as that _ ſhall 
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PREFACE. a 

A ſecond motive is, I read that the 
Court of Spain has degraded Don Juan 

de Cordova, for not atracking Vice Admiral 
Darby's fleet, in Torbay, laſt September; 
J forbear to ſay much on this head, from 
political motives; but 1 think it indi- 
ſpenſi bly neceſſary, that even the poſſibility 
of ſuch an attempt in future ſhould be 
rendered. (humanly ſpeaking) impracti- 
cable. I think it neceſſary to ſay further, 
that it is very poſſible to add twenty ſhips 
of the line more than thoſe which the Ad- 
miralty expect to launch before September 
next, and Iam ſatisfied men may be procured. 


The obſervant. peruſer of the following 
letters will ' doubtleſs perceive the /ang- 
| Fraid and indifference of the Admiralty's 
letters to me; that, indeed, dated the gth 
of January, 1779, has a plauſible appear- 
ance of a favourable intention to benefit 


the evBLIc by my labours; but their 
Lordſhips 


34 


| $4 £ #4 6K 
Lordſhips neglecting to give any reply te 
my letter of the 23d of the fame month 


proved, that they had no deſign to favour 
me, or to benefit the community by my 
labours. | 


I am, Reader, as far as thou art, a 
friend to His Majeſty King GeoRex, and 


GREAT-BRITAIN, thy 
WELL=-WISMER, and 
HumMBLE SERVANT, 


ROBERT TOMLINSON. 


Alton, I5th January, 1782. 


* 
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LETTERS aw 


No. I. 


ö 12 February, 1776. 
M Log p, N FRY 
A VERY debilitated conſtitution has lately 
given me much opportunity. for ſtudy. I was, 
for ſome. time, at a loſs upon what ſubject to em- 
ploy my attention, ſo as to render my labours be- 
neficial to the public, acceptable to your Lord- 
ſhip, and advantageous to myſelf. At length, I 
recollected the general complaint concerning the 
ſpeedy decay of the ſhips of the Royal Navy, which 
have been built for at leaft twenty-five years paſt. 

I was therefrom led to conſider, attentively, the 
various modes which had been practiſed in ſeaſon- 
ing ſhip-timber, during the laſt twenty years, and 
being of opinion that thoſe methods might be 
improved, 1 reſolved upon applying my ſtudies to 
that end. I therefore firſt made diligent ſearch 
after books to aſſiſt me on ſo intricate and com- 
plicated a ſubject, but I ſought in vain. I next 
endeavoured to come at the knowledge of ſuch 
| perſons as might give me ſome afliſtance ; but in 
this I was alſo diſappointed, I had, therefore, 


* nothing 


6 2 3 
nothing to rely on but my own remarks upon 
the operations of nature, my obſervations upon 
the general practice of ſaip-building, with the 
methods I had accidentally ſeen prac ctiſed in his 
Majeſty's yards for ſeaſoning the timber, and 
what might be further gained by cloſe ſtudy and 
diligent application. By theſe, my Eord, I hum- 
bly hope I have ſo far ſucceeded, as to demonſtrate, 
1 hat capital ſhips may be ſeaſoned and built upon 
ſuch principles, as will cauſe them to endure much 
longer than by the preſent mode of ſeaſoning; 


and ſuch ſhips will pollcis many advantages which 
cannot poſſibly ariſe from any method now in 


practice, that I have been enabled to come at the 


knowledge of.— Though I have not ſuffered any 


perſon to ſee the ſaid Eſſay; yet, ſince I finiſhed 
it, I have propounded eighteen queſtions to a 
very experienced, ingenious, and judicious ſhip- 
wright, who ſerved many years as a quarter-man 


in one of his Majeſty's yards; and who, being 


Ignorant of m y deligu thereby, his anſwers to my 


queries were {imple and unreſerved; but at the 
ſame time (to me) O concluſive and ſatisfaQory, | 


that, 1 flatter myſelf, I have not been miſtaken in 


any of my ſurmiſes, and that my propoſitions, if 


encouraged by your Lordihip, will be found to 
anſwer every purpoſe which can reaſonably be 


expected from them. 
Since J wrote that Eſſay, my Lord, I have read 
a book, printed by order of the Hon. Houſe of 
Commons, entitled © The Report of a 3 


« appointed the 11th day of March, 1771, t 
ce conſider how the Royal N avy might be ber 


* ſupplied with Timber, &c.” I expected to 


find much inſtruQtion from that book ; eſpecially, 


as 1 faw the names of many judicious and ex- 
perienced 


„ 
perienced perſons, who gave their opinions to 
that Committee. But how great was my altonith- 
ment, when I found ſo little advanced in favour | 
of ſeaſoning. the frames of ſhips while building, 
| (as to ſave a quantity of timber 1s better than to 
point out where a ſupply equal to that quantity 
may be procured) or of what might contribute to 
cauſe their lon. endurance when built. After the 
niceſt examination I am capable of, and a due 

deliberation upon what I have advanced in the 
| faid Efay, I am led humbly to ſuppoſe, that its 
contents will throw more light upon the ſubject 
than any thing elle which ever appeared publicly, 
either in the:ry or practice, that I have been able 
to attain any knowledge of, from obſervation, 

reading, converſe. or enquiry. Your Lordſhip 
will naturally ſuppoſe, that l wiſh to make'the 
faid Eſſay (iu a reaſonable degree} inſtrumental 
to my own advantage: vour Lordlhip's approba- 
tion of it can make it ſo; and it will need no ex- 
planation ; your Lordſhip can comprehend it all, 
ſentence by ſentence, unaſhſted: but I cannot 
prevail upon myſelf, my Lord, to ſubmit my 
Eſſay to be approved, or condemned, by azy thip- 
wrights, for many reaſons, which it may not be pro- 
per to trouble your i.ordſhip with here: but I may 
aſſert, that I have not gathered any inſtruction 
from them on the ſubject ; but any intelhgent 
ſhipwright may learn from my Effay much more 
than is now practiſed. Your Lordſhip is quite 
ſenſible with what diſguſt, and perhaps contempt, 
an eſſay of that tendency would be received by 
ſhip-builders, when they ſhould know that it 
came from a perſon not brought up to that buſi- 
neſs; and they might be led to raiſe objections 


merely for the Ake of e your Lordſhip 
B 2 gagainſt 


n * 
8 


i | 


„ 
againſt it, though afterwards find it prudent and 
neceſſary to praiſe what they would at firſt con- 
demn. I am, with the utmoſt reſpect, my Lord, 


| your Lordſhip's moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Roß EAT TomMLINSON. 


No. II. 
1955 Nov. 1776, Sa, Pury. court, No. 107. 


Mx LoRp, ä 

THE principle reaſon of my ſending this is, 
becauſe your Lordſhip did not condeſcend to en- 
ter into converſation with me, reſpecting any of, 
the particulars ſlightly touched upon in the ſeven 
numbers, ſent in my letter the 8th inſtant. I ap- 
prehend it was, becauſe your Lordſhip ſuppoſed, 
that No. 5, 6, and 7, promiſe too much, and 
that the ſubje& No. 5, has been ſo well conſidered 
by many perſons, who muſt be allowed to know 
more of it than I can be ſuppoſed to know, that, 
to take my Eſſay into conſideration, would be like 
admitting, that a man who never ſaw a ſhip con- 
ſtructed, could give a better account of her ſtruc- 
ture than one who had conſtructed and built 
many. I confeſs, my Lord, that ſuch reaſoning 
is natural; but ſuch a concluſion will not always 1 
hold good, eſpecially in arts, or ſciences, not $ 
founded on mathematical principles. But all the % 
theoretical propoſitions in my Eſſay, my Lord, 7 
are proved, both by many experiments in phi- 2 
lolophy, and by the experience of the people in 
his Majeſty's dock-yards. Permit me humbly to 
aſk your Lordſhip, if ever any of the ſurveyors by 


of the navy, or maſter * told your 
Lordſhip, 


Pp Ws 


( 


- Lordſhip p: and demonſtrated, that a capital ſhip 


built at Deptford, upon the principles of the 
uſual practice of the dock. yards, cannot poſſibly 
laſt ſeven years in a found condition? If they 
have not, | can prove that point to your Lord- 
ſhip incontrovertibly ; and I fear nothing can be 
ſaid more in favour of th=- ſhips built at Wool- 
wich, Chatham, or Portſmouth, were they to be 


ſtrictly ſearched into. But I am ſure, my Lord, 


that if this aſſertion was known to thoſe gentle. 
men, they would deride the author of it, and 
arm the contrary. And I beheve, that if all the 
ſhi pwrights 1 in England were to be conſulted upon 
the merits or demerits of my Eſſay, they would 
with one voice condemn it, and *© like Demetrius, 
* with the craftſmen of old, raiſe an uproar 


_* againſt it,“ becauſe the profits of their craft 


would be in great danger of being abridged. But 
ſuch motives cannot poſſibly influcnce the Earl of 
Sandwich, who, to a ſublime underſtanding 


** (report ſays) ) has added ſuch judicious remarks 


and obfcrvations upon the ſubject in queſtion, 
** as mult enable him to be a competent judge in 
this matter.“ If your Lordſhip ſhould think 
this letter worthy of any notice, I am ready to 
wait upon your Lordſhip when required. 

I am, molt reſpectfully, my Lord, your Lord- 


| ſhip's mott obedient humble ſervant, 


RomBntrT TOMLINSON. 


The Right Honourable the Earl of 


Sandwich, Sc. Sc. Sc. 


MzMoRAnDUM: 


On the . December, 1776, I left a memo- 
rial, 3 to Philip . Eſq. on his 
min 


(EF. 

Majeſty's ſervice, part of which was as follows * 

He has written an Eſſay upon ſeaſoning timber 
e for ſhip building, which he humbly ſuppoſes 
* will anſwer every deſirable purpoſe for that 
end, as may be proved both from many expe- 
1 riments in philoſophy and from the experience 
Jof the people in his Majeſty's dock-yards.“ 

| No anſwer was lent me to the above. 

ROBERT Toulixsov. 


No. i. 


26 January, 1778. 
My Long p, - 
J. AS the external appearance of public affairs 
188 may poſſibly demand the whole ſtrength of the 
| 1 Britiſh navy, whereby ſo much of the Harl of. 
. Sandwich's time may be engaged, as to prevent his 
| - Lordſhip from paying that attention to private 
iT letters, which he might otherwiſe give, I have 
| 1 therefore done myſelf the honour to addreſs your 
5 6 Lordſhip, who, perhaps, may have rather more 
I | leiſure; and to beg, if you ſhould approve the 
1 ſubſequent parts of theſe ſheets, that you will be 
| pleaſed, my Lord, to communicate them to the 
1 Earl of Sandwich, with ſuch remarks as your 
11 Lordſhip may think proper to make thereon. I 
1 would not have aſſumed this liberty, but from a 
1 ſuppoſition that your Lordſhip would think no 
1 time better ſpent, than that which would afford 
+ | you an opportunity of improving it to the benefit 
1 of the Royal Navy. 10 fave time, I will not 
= trouble your Lorithip with any fur ther apology, 
5 but proceed to what J intend to advance for your 


1 Lordſhip's conſideration. | 
1} N Having 


Ws 135, 


(7) 


Having been an eye-witnels to the” very ſpeedy 


decay of ſome of the ſhips built in the royal 


dock-yards, and hearing what was rumoured con- 
cerning others, and my weakly conſtitut ion giving 
me more leiſure than I otherwiſe ſhould have had, 
I determined upon endeavouring to find out the 
cauſe, if poſſib e, and then a remedy; wherein I 
have ſucceeded (tomy own ſatisfaction) far beyond 
my moſt ſanguine hopes or expectations, when I 
firſt began; and I alſo humbly hope, fo far, as to 
afford both information and ſatisfaRion to thoſe 


uV ho have it in their power to reward my labours. 


That Efiay, my Lord, contains many remarks 
upon the operations of nature in her vegetative 
productions, ſeveral experiments by eminent phi- 
loſophers, many oblervations upon the practice of 
the dock- yards, and ſome opinions of three or 
four reſpectable and experienced private ſhip- 
builders; which, with what naturally ariſes fron 
a due conſideration of their various effects, has 


enabled me to diaw ſuch concluſions, as I flattered 


myſelf would have been acceptable to the Earl of 
Sandwich; for which reaſon I wrote twice to hs 
Lordſhip on the ſubject, and a memorial to the 
Board of Admiralty, wherein 1 mentioned that 
Eſſay, but received no anſwer. . It might herefore 
be ſuſpected, perhaps, that being diſappointed, I 
have been the writer, or dictator of thole many pa- 
ragraphs, which have appeared in the news-papers, 
reſpecting the badcondi:1on of the ſhips of the Royal 
Navy; but I declare upon my honour that I know 
nothing of their authors, directly or indirectly. 
Five perſons only have ſeen my Eſſay, viz. two 
noble Lords (ſtaunch friends to Government) the 
firſt of whom ſaid, © I am not a competent judge 
of the whole, but it appears to me ſo reaſonable, 
that 


= 
& that if I had any timber to put in . which 
* I wiſhed ſhould be durable, I would certainly 
© follow the methods recommended by your Eſ- 
* ſay, and no other.” The other noble Lord 
ſaid, © Never part with that Eſſay until you are 
* recompenſed; if they reject it now, they will 
be glad of it ere long, for it is a moſt va- 
* Juable performance.” The third is an elderly 
Gentleman, of very conſiderable fortune, and al- 
lowed to have great judgment in moſt things, 
particularly in timber, and what relates to its ale 
in ſhipping, having had ſome connections there- 
with; who ſaid. Your Eflay is very ingenious, 
OY and throws much light upon the ſubject of 
* which it treats ; and lf is a great pity that the 
* Admiralty do not confider its author fo far, as 
to encourage him to give it up to them, as I 
6 ſuppole they would find it much more valuable 
than, perhaps, they expect.“ The fourth is 
alſo a Gentleman of fortune, who has paid parti- 
cular attention to the late rapid decay of the ſhips - 
of the Royal Navy, and has endeavoured to find 
out the cauſe. He communicated ſome of his 
diſcoverics to me, and made ſeveral judicious re- 
marks upon my Eflay, which, if the Earl of S— 
had heard, | am of opinion that his Lordſhip 
would have wiihed to ſee it. The fifth 1s a very 
honeſt, ingenious man, who has ſerved at leaſt 
thirty years as a ſhipwright and an officer, in one 
of his Majeſty's capital dock-yards, who could 
have no ſelf intereſted views in impoſing upon, or 
| deceiving me, and he lays it is a moſt valuable 
acquiſition, at is time. That he has ſeen many 
plans written by ingenious perſons (who were 
brought up in the King's yards) for the better 


preſervation of the ſhips of the royal navy, but 
e all! 


( 9) 


all thoſe, he ſaid, were partial and trifling, when 


compared with mine, which he looks upon as a 
grand aggregate, comprehending more than all 
thoſe put together which had come under his 
inſpection; and he has fince told a friend of 


mine, that © he believes I was born and brought 
up in a dock-yard.” But, as it is almoſt a year 


ſince the lateſt of thoſe gentlemen ſaw it, I have 
been enabled to improve it with ſome remarks 
which were made by the gentlemen. It may pol- 


phy : ſibly, my Lord, be neceſiary to add, that Mr. Lut- 
trell has not ſeen the ſaid Eſſay, nor does he know 
a fingle ſyllable of its contents, neither does any 


other perſon who is in any degree connetted with 
him. [New ſhips of ſeven ycars, ditto repaired 
five years, though with Engliſh oak, not ſo long 
with foreign. | Your Lordſhip would perhaps be 


ſurprized to hear any. man, who is not at leaſt a 
maſter ſhipwright, pretend to know auy thing of 


the condition of the ſhips of the navy. Permit 


me then, my Lord, to ſay, that if the capital ſhips 


of the Royal Navy were ſtrictly and narrowly 
ſearched into, there is not one of them which has 
been launched ſeven years, but if opened, would 
aſtoniſn the beholders; as would alſo any ſhip of 
them that has been repaired five or fix years, 
And from a direct anſwer to a {imple queſtion, I 
can tell your Lordſhip the worſt part of any ſhip, 
without ever ſeeing ber. I naturally ſuppoſe that 


your Lordſhip will be ſomewhat ſurprized at theſe 
aſſertions, and may probably be ready to condemn 


them as the effect of arrogance in me, on a ſuppo- 
ſition that they are far more than can be proved; 
but I can make it as clear to your Lordſhip, as that 
the hy pothenuſe of a plain triangle is longer than 


the baſe, or the perpendicular; yea, I can demon- 


ſtrate 


the Admiralty. 


4 


ſtrate, that it is not poſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe, 


than that every capital ſhip (built by any methods 
no in uſe, which have come to my knowledge) 
muſt decay i in ſeven years. I know ſomething of 


the ſtreſs laid upon the depoſiting of timber under 


ſhades, it may be a valuable improvement as far as 


it goes; but, admitting its utmoſt utility, that is a 
very ſmall part of the preparation which is neceſ- 
ſary to be uſed to make ſhips durable; and it may 


be totally omitted. Very much remains to be 


ſaid, but as I would not weary your Lordſhip's 


attention, I beg leave to ſubſcribe myſelf, moſt 


reſpectfully, my Lord, your Lordſhip's obedient 
humble ſervant. I have alſo written an Eſſay for 
empleying 20,000 ſeamen, in times of peace, Fonk 
will cauſe a circulation of 900,000l. in the king- 


dom, annually, great part of which will come 
from abroad, and it will cauſe a national ſaving of 
more than 300,000]. a year, and afford Govern- 


ment an opportunity of obliging many of their 
friends; as, of neceſſity, there will be at leaſt 30 
genteel places of good emolument in the gift of 
RoBerT TOMLINSON. 


P. S. Since I wrote the above, a very erroneous 
opinion has occurred to me, that prevails among 
the ſhipwrights leading officers, and which (as it is 
univerſally practiſed in all the royal dock. yards) I 
am natarally led to ſuppoſe is approved at the 
Navy Board. But it is contrary to reaſon, and I 


am aſſured may be contradicted by their own ex- 


perience ; yet, notwithſtanding that, it is perſiſted 
in, though extremely injurious to the ſhips dura- 


tion. I have confidered it at large, and fully re- 


futed it, in my Eſſay. January 27th, 1778. 


Sent te 28th, aud left at the mate 


N about 120 clock. Soon 


I 2 — ” N 4 * > - > — 3 Penn 0 4 
8 . — 8 1 0.35 ' 
* E - 1 © e — — 333 4 1 » " Rey ; 
e 2 _ — 5 Z 3 4 5 « FP — * Gat 3 — 5 p - * m f 
” wg” > * > oa. Ls . . 1 8 . ey es, . 1 r * mn DER 
— 5 * «x Is - a et,” * bs 5 7 * 7 0 WC - : *— a> $1 * 83 4 1 2, 1 —_ J 
3 : : eo SOS ed TI 2 OS ee IO ne Ma 3 r == — tr FE" — 9 WEIS WES SED * n **— «uy 
1 : 4 2 —— — — 22 2 A £ {art Ons RG I SL LD _ 7 — 8 OI "Ine as: n EE Ge OI Cone I Nt ane ou Set ge i N ATI — _ 
- e " oo A Wi * — — Ps RO”. S = 8 4 <vY ER 2 *. 2 2 PR E a bg a A, Ls « PE — 
NL. 2 n * bp. — . - - 7 os — > — 
— Fs —— De, Soren. . Shs «ER 8 5 8 = IS. AD 


En 5 
Soon after that the Right Hon. the Lord 


Mulgrave was appointed a Lord Commiſſioner of 
the Admiralty, I addrefled his Lordſhip on the 


ſame ſubje&, by letter, No. III, in which I en- 


deavoured to induce his Lordſhip to conſider my 


Eſſay for ſeaſoning of ſhip- timber, by repreſent- 


ing the certainty, that the ſhips of the Royal Navy 
were decaying apace, with ſome of the leading 
parts of the ſaid Eſſay, and the opinions of ſeve- 
ral judicious perſons reſpecting it; but without 
mentioning any name. I received no anſwer. 
That letter was dated 27th January, 1778. 
Reading ſome ſpeeches made in Parliament, by | 
the Right Hon. Viſcount Stormont, and Lord 
North, I was thereby led to ſend the following 
letter to the Admiralty, addreſſed to Mr. Stephens, 
on his Majeſty's ſervice: 


No. IV. 
Alton, gt January, 17 79. 


Sik, 
THE news-papers having informed the public, 


that the Right Honourable the Viſcount Stormont, 
aſſerted in the Houſe of Peers, that The object 


of the treaty between France and America, is 


c the total deſtruction of Great-Britain; and, 


** that they had even gone ſo far as to apportion 
: out the parts of the Britiſh poſſeſſions which 
ſhould hereafter belong to France, and of thoſe 
* which ſhould be appropriated to America. 

And the Ri ht Hon. the Lord North, having 
alſo informe Parliament, that America is al- 
* ready above fifty millions ſterling in debt, and 
for which they have pawned the lands of their 


C 2 | country 
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& country to the French,” I am induced from 


this information humbly to ſuppole, that every 
means which can be made inſtrumental to humble 


France, and bring back America to her allegiance, 
will be extremely ſerviceable to this empire in ge- 


neral, and the higheſt beneficence to America, 


And, as the Royal Navy is the chief inſtrument 
(under God) by which we can reaſonably hope 
to attain that Lee end, I humbly ſuppole, 
that whatever can promote its preſervation and 


durablility, muſt, at this time, appear to their 


Lordſhips worthy of their particular attention. 


Having premiſed thus much, as a reaſon for 


my addreſſing you, Sir, at this buſy juncture, * 


beg leave, moſt reſpectfully, to acquaint their 
Lordſhips, that the Eſſay for ſeaſoning ſhip- 
timber, which I mentioned to the Lords Com- 
miſſioners of the Admuralty, in a memorial of the 


5th of December, 1776, is now ſo complete as, 
that the principles on which it is founded, are 


roved by a variety of experiments in the Philo- 


ſophical Tranſactions, and the Memoirs of the 


Academy of Sciences at Paris; they are alſo fur- 


ther confirmed and illuſtrated by the late and 
preſent practice of his Majeſty's dock-yards. In 
my ſtudies on this ſubject, and my remarks upon 


the progrels of Nature's operations. in her vegeta- 


tive productions, I am fully ſatisfied, that I have 
diſcovered the cauſe why his Majeſty's ſhips, built 
and launched from the years 1762 to 1770, de- 
cayed ſo rapidly; and why the ſhips repaired 
with Stetin timber have been (according to pub- 


lic report) ſo very unkealthy, and have given ſo 


little ſatisfaction in their duration. And having 
diſcovered the cauſe of its decay, I can alſo point 


out fuch a * as will aſſuredly render 
that 


„ 

that timber much more durable, and the Britiſh 
oak almoſt incorruptible, if a proper attention be 
paid to the caulking of the ſhips in due time after 
launching. My preparation will greatly contri- 
bute alſo to cauſe the ſhips to be healthy. It 
may perhaps be objected, that if the {aid prepara- 


tion ſhould be practiſed in his Majeſty's yards, it 


will be ſoon public, and thereby equally ſervice- 
able to France and Spain as to Britain; but J 
can eaſily prove this objection to be futile and 
nugatory, only there would be an impropriety 
in my doing it at this time. If their Lordſhips 
defire to have the ſaid Eſſay, they may eaſily at- 
tain it from, Sir, your moſt obedient humble 
ſervant, 

ROBERT TouLINSSON. 
Philip Stephens, Ei. Kc. Kc. 


In anſwer to this laſt letter I received the following © 
1 Admiral Office, gth Jan. 1779. 


„ SIR, 
8 Having laid before my Lords Commiſſioners 


* of the Admir alty, your letter of the 5th inſtant, 


*© reſpecting your invention of a method of. ſea- 
* ſoning ſhip-timber, I am commanded by their 
& Lordſhips to acquaint you, that they have ſent 
“your ſaid letter to the Navy Board, with direc- 
tions to them to correſpond with you there- 
upon, if they are of opinion that any utility 


© may be derived to the public from your inven- 


* tion. I am, Sir, your very humble ſervant, 
(Signed) * PHILIP STEPHENS.” 


Lieut. Robert Tomlinſon, 


at Alon, Hampſhire.” 


The 


(#4) 


The following was, ſoon afcer the above, bent 


from the Navy Board: 


95 Navy Office, 13th Jun. 1779: 
wh Mr. STEPHENS having ſent us a letter 
* from you, reſpecting your invention of a me- 


& thod of ſeaſoning ſhip timber, and ſignified to 


* us the direction of the Right Honourable the 


“ Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty - to 
correſpond with you thereon; and you having 


referred their Lordſhips to an Eſſay for hs. 


* ſoning Ship-Timber, which you mentioned in 


** a memorial to them of the 5th December, 1776, 
te we deſire you will ſend us the ſame; and are 
« your affectionate Rn | 


(Signed) _ Crna. Mrnpieton, 
c Tieul. "Ih — 5 J. WII II Aus, 
At Alton. Gro. MARSH.“ 


9 or an beer to the above, ſee Letter, No. 


XII. page 37. 


In anſwer to Mr. Stephens's letter, I wrote the f 


following: 
No. V. 
„ 7 Alton, 21 . 1779. 


IN conſequence of your letter to me of the 
gth inſtant, I was preparing matter for a corre- 
{pondence with the' Navy Board, when I received 


a letter from that Board, N after men- 


tioning my Eſſay for ſeaſon! ing of Ship-Timber, 


is added, We defere you will fend us the fame ;” 
that 


” 4 
21% 


© pK 


| that letter, Sir, is the cauſe of my troubling you 


with this. "4 

When J did myſelf the honour to addreſs you 
the xth inſtant, relative to my Eſſay for ſeaſoning 
of Oak imber, | was excited thereto, partly 
from the ſpeeches in Parliamen- of the Right 
Honourable the Lords North and S:ormont, and 
pa'tly from an un; -leafing long lift of ſhips and 


frigates loſt, taken, or deſtroyed, which was pub- 


lied in the St. James's Chronicle of the 2d 


inſtant. I was allo further ſtimulated to write 
that letter to you, Sir, from what I have read of 
the Report of a Committee of the Houſe of 
Commons, A. D. 1771. which exhibits an un- 
favourable account of the ſcarcity of timber fit 
for ſhip-· building; and I humbly ſuppoſe that the 
ſaid Committee was appointed with a view to 
ſhew the neceſlity of ſparing the expenditure of 
the Britiſh oak, by making uſe of foreign oak for 


repairs, &c. But, that not having anſwered the 


end hoped for, and no methods having been 
propoled to render timber more durable in the 
fabric of a ſhip, which were thought worthy of 
being adopted in general practice, I flattered my- 
ſelf that, when I wrote mine of the 5th current, 
it would not be looked upon as intruding or treſ- 
paſſing upon their Lordſhips? time, to make ano- 
ther offer of it, at this critical juncture. I allo 
know the neceſlity of adopting it (or ſomething 
ſimilar to it) at this time ſo well, that I look upon, 


| myſclf indiſpenſibly obligated, both by the alle- 


giance which I owe to my Sovereign, and by my 
duty to the public, to uſe every method in my 
power to get my Eſſay adopted upon ſuch terms 


as ſhall be advantageous to myſelf, as well as to 


the public. Berauſe, if ſuch h important 
9 — 
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labours are not publicly acknowledged (with re- 
verence 1 mention it} others mult be diſcouraged 
from employing their talents for the public be- 
nefit. 


When I wrote my lawer of the gth to you, 


Sir, I did not ſuppoſe that my Lords Com- 
miſſioners of the Admiralty would defire that I 
ſhould give up an Eſſay, which has coſt me near 
four years indefatigable attention, when my health 
would allow me to attend it, and above one hun- 
dred pounds expence, without having a reaſonable 
hope that it ſhould turn out of ſome advantage to 
myſelf; therefore, I have not ſent my Eſſay to the 
Navy Board ; and becauſe, was I to ſuffer it to 
be canvaſſed at a Public Board, ſo many people, 
beſides the Commiſſioners, muſt neceſſarily be 
acquainted with its contents, that it would be 


thereby greatly invalidated. 


Another reaſon for my not ſending it to that 
Board 1s, that I am not a ſhipwright ; and all 
men have their prejudices, which they cannot 


eaſily overcome. I would not preſume to be ſo 


ſtrenuous in wiſhing for the ad-ption of my ſaid 
Timber Eſſay, if its apparent value and utility 


were founded upon my own opinion only; I have 
conſulted perſons, whoſe competency to form a 
proper judgment thereon, I humbly ſuppoſe 
cannot reaſonably be diſputed, and they are of 
opinion that the ſaid Eſlay merits particular at- 
tention, 


But perhaps it may be objected as unreaſonable 


to expect that their Lordſhips ſhould beſtow public 


rewards, without knowing whether the public ſhall 
receive any benefit. In anſwer, I beg permiſſion 


to ſay that I have, in times paſt, rendered ſuch 


eſſentially . ſervices to Adminiſtration, 
: | | and 


1 


and to the general community (at a great expence 


to myſelf) as I believe were never done before 


without a proper reward; and which ſervices I 
would enumerate, but they were ſent to you, Sir, 
for their Lordſhips information, 5th December, 


1776. The annexed letters, which are true 


copies, I have ſent as evidences that 1 do not wiſh 


to impoſe upon their Lordſhips relative to what I 


then advanced. I acknowledge to have ſaid, that, 


jf their Lordſhips deſire to have the ſaid Eſſay, 
they may eaſily attain it.” By which I mean 


that if their Lordſhips ſhall be pleaſed to honour 


me with the command of a ſloop, as an acknow- 


ledgment for my ſervices, which occaſioned the 


two firſt annexed letters, I will then give my 
Timber Eſſay to the Navy Board, or to whom 
their Lordſhips ſhall direct ; and that, according 
to my judgment, will be attaining the ſaid Eſſay 
for the public © eafily,” conſidering the times; 
eſpecially, if my paſt expenſive ſervices are alſo 


admitted to be put in the ſame ſcale. - 


I am, with due reſpect, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
RopzrT TOMLINSON. 


Firſt Letter referred to above, 


« ka PORTEN's compliments wait upon 
«* Lieut. Tomlinſon. He is commanded by the 
“ Earl of Rochford to acquaint him that the Earl 
© of Sandwich has this day appointed him to the 
* command of a guardſhip. 
« St, James's, go! y Aae, 1 77 1.5 0 A Copy. ) 


D The 


JF 
The above was ſent to me officially; ſuperſcribed 
RocurorD, and ſealed with his Lordſhip's arms. 
As this letter appeared to confirm what the Earl 
of Sandwich had twice told me, namely, that 
Lord Rochford had a great regard for me, and 
* ſeemed very defirous to ſerve me, I had no 
right to doubt the leaſt ſyllable of the contents of 
that letter ; only I ſuppoſed that the Lords Com- 
miſſioners of the Admiralty had put me upon the 
Lift of Captains, and had appointed me to com- 
mand a guardſhip, by order, in the abſence of 
the proper captain, to put a little money in my 
pocket, towards defraying the great expences I 
had put myſelf to, in obtaining the various uſeful 
informations which I had given to Adminiſtration. 
After I had waited a full year, in hopes of an 
anſwer from the Lords Commiſſioners of the Ad- 
miralty to my memorial of the 5th December, 1776, 
| but in vain, I thought it a duty which I owed to 
myſelf, to ſend a Petition to his Majeſty, through 
the mediation of the Earl of Suffolk, as Secretary 
of State; and at the ſame time gave an ex- 
planation upon each head, that his Lordſhip might 
judge of its propriety. On the 3 iſt of December, 
1777, his Lordſhip did me the honour to ſend me 
a letter, of which the following is a copy 


Second Letter above referred io. On his Majeſty's 
+ os Service. „ 
«$23, | St. James's, g1ft December, 177 7. 
1 . HAVE peruſed your Petition with at- 
* tention, and heartily wiſh it may meet with 


* belong 


< ſucceſs ; but as the objects to which it relates 
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belong to another department, it would be im- 


proper for me to lay it before his Majeſty. 


I am, Sir, your molt obedient 
A bumble ſervant, | 


(Signed) SUFFOLK.” 


* Lieut. Robert T n. 


I would not have troubled you, Sir, with ſo 


long a letter, at this buſy time, but that I look 
upon the public's intereſt, reſpecting the buſineſs 
herein contained, to how in a great meaſure, 


united with mine. 


I am, moſt reſpectfully Sir, 
Your obedien: bumble ſervant, 
| Ros. TomLingon. 


Alton, 23d January, 1779. CA Copy.) 


Philip Stephens, Eſq. &c. Admiralty- Office. 


No anſwer was ſent to the above. 

I alſo anſwered the Navy Board letter, wich 
— reſpect, and laid down a few of the lead- 
ing parts of my Eſſay ; but they did not make 
any reply to me. 

As 1 had been favoured with 2 intelligence, 


relative to the deſigns of Spain, I was determined 
that I would leave no means untried, which could 


afford me the leaſt hope of getting my Eſſay 
adopted, as well for the ſake of my country as 
for any advantage which could ariſe to myſelf 


therefrom, as is manifeſted from the very trifling 


favour which I aſked, and expreſſed in my laſt 
letter to the Admiralty ; ; I therefore wrote ano- 


ther letter, addreſſed to the Right Honourable 


Lord Mulgrave, on his Majeſty's ſervice, of 


which the following is a Ei 
D 2 No. VI. 


0200 
No. VI. 


My Los, | Alton, 25th March, 1779. 
When I conſider your Lordſhip's rank in life. 


honours, employments, and immenſe fortune, I 
ſhould not be warranted in ſuppoſing that your 
| Lord{hip can have any other end in view than the 
preſl- rving of that fortune with thoſe honours, and 
promoting the true intereſts of that country, where 
your Lordſhip has fo very much at ſtake ; eſpe- 
cially, when your Lordihip's parliamentary abi- 
lities are added, that ſuppoſition 1s ſtrengthened ; ' 
becauſe, thoſe ſenatorial accompliſhments muſt 
always be recommendatory to the higheſt places 
of honour and dignity, in any government con- 
ſtituted like this. 
I therefore beg leave once more reſpectfully to 
addreſs your Lordſhip, who, from all thoſe con- 
ſiderations, I muſt look upon as one of the moſt 
- proper perlonages I can apply to on that very 
important ſubject, the ſeaſoning of timber, for 
the preſervation of the Royal Navy. | 
Was my own intereſt only concerned, your 
Lordſhip's inattent ion to my letter of the 27th of 
January, 1778, on the ſame topic, would have 
been a ſufficient diſcouragement to me from 
troubling your Lordſhip a ſecond time; but when 
the welfare of my CounTRry is the ſubject, I 
would neither omit ſupplication or interceſſion in 
her behalf, if by thoſe I could gain my point. 
And ſurely my "Lack Mulgrave cannot be of- 
fended with ſuch importunity, ſeeing that 1t 1s 
the country whoſe - Lay =. his Lordſhip is ſo 
deeply intereſted in, And 1 am further led to 
| _ 


1 


this ſecond addreſs, becauſe | am aſſured that if 
you ſhould ever fee my Eſſay, it would give your 
Lordſhip concern that the Royal Navy was not 
ſooner benefitted thereby; and as I am certain 
that it is not poſſible to confute me, I will venture 
to aſſert, that if this Summer ſhould be ſuffered to 
elapſe, without my Eſſay being adopted, an im- 
menſe quantity of timber will be in a great mea- 


ſure waſted, and a prodigious ſum t the public 


money expended to very litt/e purpsſe; I mean, my 
Lord, from the vaſt numbers of ſhy; s building, 
both in his Majeſty's yy and by — for 
the Royal Navy. 

I heard a report frames time paſt, that it was 
under conbderation to contract for the building 
of a great number of fir frigates, in Ruſſia, for 
his Majeſty's ſervice. If the Lords Commiſſioners 
of the Admiralty ſhould determine on ſuch a 
meaſure as expedient, I would engage to prove 
that my Eſſay would cauſe them to endure much 
longer in a ſerviceable condition than the oak F: t- 

gates endure, which are now built by contract. 

I beg your Lordſhip to give me credit alſo 
(until the fact can be diſproved) when I further 
affirm that I can point out the worſt part of any 
ſhip, without boring her, or even ſeeing her; and 
can allo prove that there are particular parts of 
every ſhip, which has been launched ſix years, 
that ought to be renewed, and can aſſign the 
cauſes of ſuch partial decay philofophically ; de- 
monſtrate the certainty of it by many examples, 
and recommending an infallible preventive.— 

I have ſeen ſo many inſtances of the rapid decay _ 
ol the capital ſhips built in his Majeſty's yards, 
that I know the Navy Board muſt be aſſiſted either 
by my Eſſay, or by ſomething ſimilar to it. I 

; R 3 5 Was 


1 
was of this opinion, when I firſt addreſſed your | 
Lordſhip, and I am now fully convinced of it; 
for though the depoſiting of timber under ſheds, 
is a good parlial improvement, yet there are ſeveral 
eſſential parts of the practice of the dock-yards, 
which 1 can demon/crate are contradictory both to 
reaſon and experience. But, leſt it ſhould be ſup- 
poſed that I have no view in all this to any inte- 
reſts but SeLF. and that I want their Lordſhips 
to give me a public conſideration for what may be 
of no advantage to the public, I beg permiſſion to 
reply, that if your Lordſhip, Mr. Comptroller 
Middleton, and Mr. Commiſſioner Brett (to whom 
J am unknown) do not admit that my FE ſſay on 
ſeaſoning Timber for Ship building deſerves a 
better compenſation than even the command of a 
poſt ſhip (after reading the ſaid Eſſay) I will give 
the Treaſury undeniable ſecurity to repay the dif- 
ference half yearly, between my half- pay and that 
of a captain. 
The reſpect which is FUR to the Lords Com- 

miſſioners of the Admiralty from me, is the cauſe 
of my having written ſo repeatedly and unreſerv- 
edly on this ſabject, before I take any other ſteps 
to benefit my country, by the Eſſay which oc- 
caſions this. I therefore once more beg that your 
Lordſhip will do me the honour, and the public 
the juſtice, to repreſent the chief parts of this letter 
to my Lord Sandwich, and where your Lord:hip 
may ſee it further neceſſary; becauſe, if favourable 
notice be not taken of it, 1 look upon myſelf ob- 
ligated by the allegiance which I owe to my So- 
vereign, and by my duty to the public, to de- 
monſtrate to Parliament, from the preſs, that the 
ſhips of the Royal Navy have decayed rapidly, cen- 


tinue to decay * y, and will decay rapidly, unleſs 
ſome 


( 23 ) 
ſome other methods be uſed for ſeaſoning the tim- 
ber than what are practiſed, to render the ſhips 
durable. I humbly conceive that your Lordſhip 
eſteems no time better employed than in peruſing 
whatever has a favourable tendency to promote 


the good of his Majeſty's naval ſervice; more 


eſpecially when it is of ſuch vaſt importance as 
that which is the chief ſubject hereof; and theres 
fore, having been ſo prolix already, I will not 
render mylelf more tedious, by making an * 
logy, but beg leave to add that 
I am, with due reſpect, 
My Lord, your Lordſhip's 
"Moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
RoBERT Toulixsox. 


Right How. Lord Mulgrave, &c. &c. &c, 


As ſoon as I heard of the Spaniſh Manifeſto, 
delivered to his Majeſty's principal Secretary of 
State, I thought it my iudiſpenſible duty to make 
a tender of my eſſay to the Miniſter at the head 
of the marine department, and therefore, in a few 
days after ſent the Right Hon. the Earl of Sand- 
wich a letter, of which the following is an exact 


copy: 


No. VII. 


Alton, 22nd June, 178 f. 

1 My Lox, 
TF I did not feel moſt ſenſibly for the welfare 
and intereſts of my King and country, at this criti- 
cal time, I ſhould not have given your Lordſhip 
the trouble of reading another of my letters, after 


being fo * diſcouraged, and ſo long ne- 
N W 


— 


EQ. =: 
glected, though I have given the fulleſt proofs ho, 
aſſiduouſly and ſucceſsfully I have laboured, at a 
great expence to myſelf, for the benefit of this 


kingdom; and, in ſeveral inſtances, have been in- 


ſtrumental for great advantages to the public, as 
well as ſerviceable to Adminiſtration. But the 
preſent ſituation of national affairs, my Lord, leads 
me to entreat that your Lordſhip will do me the 
| honour, and the nation the juſtice, to take what I 
with to offer into conſideration. The preſent 
ftate of Great Britain is, in the opinion of moſt 
people, truly deplorable; and that, ſuch is not her 
ſtate, can be proved but by very few. However, 
though our ſituation may not be enviable, I will 
venture to affirm, my Lord, that it is very far 
from deſperate; becauſe that as means may be de- 
viſed to preſerve our preſent condition from be- 
coming worſe, until the next Spring, ſo it is not 
only poſſible, but eaſy for this nation to build at 
leaſt fifty ſhips of the line of battle; and I am 
fully ſatisfied that there is a poſſibility of raiſing 
ten thouſand ſeamen to man thoſe ſhips by that 
time (or much ſooner, if neceſſary) which will be 
two hundred for each ſhip; and that number, 
with ordinary and landmen, are, in the __ of 
our moſt experienced flag-officers, quite ſufficient. 
But this is not all, my Lord; thoſe ſhips, though 
built ſo haſtily, I can prove, will be in better con- 
dition at the end of twenty years, than any of 
thoſe built for fifteen years paſt, have been, or 
are, at the end of even years. | 
I alſo know ſo much of the Spaniſh nation, of 
their marine, of their reſources, of the ſtate of 
their American affairs, of their domeſtic ſituation, 
and alſo how they may be attacked to vaſt advan-_ 
tage, that I can do more towards ſerving the eſ- 
ſential 


„ 

lential intereſts of the Britiſh empire, at this time, 
than your Lord{hip will credit, until it be mani- 
feſted. But, to do fo, it is neceſſary that I ſhould 
be under the protection of Government, not or- 
dinarily, as a ſubject, but particularly, as one who 
is exerting extraordinary efforts to attain a dif- 
tinguiſhed and a moſt defirable end. But, as it 
has ever has been univerſally confelled, that the 
_ * labourer is worthy of his reward.” ſo I confeſs 
to your Lordſhip that I do expect proper en- 
couragement, though I am not ſo avaricious but 
that it is in your Lordihip's power to induce me 

to diſcover the knowledge to which I have attain- 
ed; - and allo to make it inſtrumental for unutter- 
ably greater advantage to the np than bene- 
fit to * | 
Your I 2 s moſt obedient 

humble ſervant, 

(A copy) ROBERT TouLISSON. 


Right Hon. the Earl of Sandwich, &c. &c. &c. 


N. B. It is neceſſary to bla that ſeventeen 
days only before the date of my laſt letter to Lord 
Mulgrave, of the 28th of — 1779, Sir 
Horatio Mann declared in full Parliament, that 
„In every kingdom through which he travelled, 
e and particularly at the Court of Vienna, where 
“ he reſided, it was the univerſal cry, Where i is 
i the boaſted ſuperiority of your fleet? Where is 

_ © the ſovereignty you aſſume in the ocean? Our 
% Debility is the Jesr, the WoNnDER, the GRATI- 
„ caTION of ALL.“ 
And the very day after Lord Sandwich received 

my letter, dated 22nd June, 1779, Lord North 
confeſſed in Parliament (on the 24th ſune, 1779) 


that “ 7, here is no "_ to ſuppoſe, but that the 
5 * * Horſe 


f 


(oY 
N Houſe of Bourbon, will be able to build ſhips 600 ente 
66  ditioufly for us to keep up with her.” 

It is requiſite to add, that notwithſtanding Sir 
Horatio' s declaration, and Lord North's confelſi on, 
letters containing ſuch important matter, as thoſe 
referred to, were treated as unworthy of the leaſt 
notice, by the two noble Lords to whom they 
were addreſſed. 


| 
1 
i 

f 
' 


7 No. VII. 


| Alton, 15 November, 1780, 
My w 
WHEN I experienced that your Lordſhip did 
not vouchſafe to give any anſwer to my letter of 
the 22d June, 1779, I concluded that it would 
be in vain for me ever to attempt addreſſing your 
Lordſhip any more. But, as I underſtand every 
means are to be uſed, and every effort to be made 
to render the next campaign ſo ſucceſsful as to give 
a reaſonable hope of obtaining an honourable peace, 
I am induced thereby, my Lord, once more to 
beg that you will allow me to ſubmit to your 
Lordſhip's conſideration ſome intereſting propo- 
fitions, which, I flatter myſelf, may be found, 
worthy of notice, being what I have gained partly 
from obſcrvation and experience, and pot from 
cloſe application and indefatigable attention. | 
But to be more explicit: do you want ſhips, 
my Lord, poſſeſſed of every deſirable quality, ſuch 
as ſwift ſailing, ſalubrious, buoyant to carry their 
guns high) and that ſhall endure at leaf? three times 
as long as by the uſual mode of ſeaſoning? I can 
demonſtrate how a very conſiderable number of 


"ac _ my -be —_— acquired. Is your 
| Lordſhip 


——— — Drs. ac Ys — — 


(al 
Lordſhip deſirous of obtaining a proper number 


= complete, able ſeamen for thoſe ſhips ? I can 


recommend a certain mode of procuring them. 

Does your Lordſhip wiſh to fee the ſinews of 
Spain enervated ? I humbly hope, and ſeriouſly 
believe, that I can point out to your Lordſhip how 
it may be effected. 

When peace ſhall be again reſtored, I reaſon- 
ably ſuppoſe, my Lord, that there will be many 
thouſand men paid off fi om the Royal Navy, who 
are not ſuch complete ſeamen as will be acceptable 
to the merchants, and who may (through their ne- 
ceſſities) lay the public under ſome inconveniencies. 
Would it therefore give your Lordſhip pleaſure to 
be enabled to retain them in the public ſervice, for 
ſome laudable employ? I can evince, my Lord, 
bow twenty thouſand of ſuch men may be laud- 
ably employed continually, and under the direction 

of the Admiralty, to the fulleſt ſatisfaction of ſiich 
ſeamen, greatly to the advantage of the nation, in 
a commercial ſenſe, and cauſe large ſavings of the 
public money; and which cannot fail to render 

Great Britain more powerful and reſpectable, as a 
maritime kingdom, than it is probable ſhe will be, 
unleſs tbe plan be adopted which I defare to re- 
commend. 

An affectionate loyalty to my Sovereign, and a 
hearty zeal for the proſperity of his kingdoms, 
| have led me to this addreſs, my Lord, and made 
me regardleſs of every reflection which may be 
caſt upon me, for offering my labours ſo repeat- 
edly to your Lordſhip, notwithſtanding the diſ- 
couragement I have hitherto met with. 

1am, with due reſpe&, my Lord, your Lord- 
ſhip's moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


RoBRERT TI'@MLINSON. 
At Alton, Hants. 


( 28 L 
The copy of this was ſent by the General Poſt 


the 16th of November, 1780, to the Right Hon. 
the Earl of Sandwich , Admiralty, London. 


On the 2oth of December I received the follow- 
ing anſwer to the above: | 


8 Admirally-Office ice, ones 19, 1780, 
„„ 

« THE Earl of Sandwich vine laid be- 
fore my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admi- 
* ralty your letter of the 15th of laſt month, I 
* have it in command from their Lordſhips to 
acquaint you that if you will tranſmit to the 
Navy Board any propoſals you have to offer 
% for improving the ſhips of the Royal Navy, 
e their Lordſhips have no doubt but they will 
-< yay proper attention thereto. | 

e Tam, 
Vour very humble ſervant, | 
(Signed) GORE Jacxson, D. S.“ 


Lieu. Robert Tomlinſon, at Alton, Hants. . 


Superſcribed On hs Majeſty 0 n S. D. 
2 Barkham. 2 8 


Not ſuppoſing that the Earl of Sandwich would 
take any notice of my letter of the 15th of No- 
vember, as he had deferred anſwering it ſo long, 
I wrote a public letter to the Admiralty, which was 
ſent the 19th of December, fo that they received 
it about the ſame time 1 received that. of which | 


the Poe i a copy. 
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No. IX. 


To Philip Stephens, E.. 4 Ofice, London, 
on his Majeſty's ſervice. 


Alton, 190% Dec. 1780. 
"Som 

Although my Lords Commiſſioners of the Ad- 
miralty did not ſuffer any anſwer to be given to 
my letter of the 2 3d of January, 1779, addreſſed 
to you, on his Majeity's ſervice,” yet my zeal 
and good wiſhes for the honour of the Crown, 
and the proſperity of its kingdoms, will not ſuffer 
me to be ſilent, but compel me again to defire 
you will acquaint their Lordſhips, that I have 
now obtained uncontrovertible proof, that my Es8av 
for ſeaſoning ſhip timber, will anfwer every purpoſe 
for which it has been written. Indeed, the proofs 
which I could have given when J firſt addreſſed 
their Lordſhips, in 1776, were ſuch as philoſophy 
would ſupport, and experience would have f- 
ciently confirmed, ſo as to have convinced all, who. 
might have read it with minds unprejudiced, of 
the great utility of the faid Eſſay, and the advan- 


a_ of adopting i it'. 
| | I eſteem 


* If their ua mould ever think proper to give the 
ſaid Eſſay a fair hearing, and a candid impartial diſcuſſion, 
I doubt not, but they will be convinced, that by refuſing 

to give it any attention, when J firſt offered it to them, the 

public muſt unavoidably ſuſtain a loſs of, at leaſt, a million 
of money ; I mean from the vaſt number of ſhips built (or 
building) ſince that zra, whoſe duration will not be one 
third of the time, which they would have endured, had they 
w—_ ſeaſoned agreeable to the mode recommended in my 
5 _ 


(wn). 


J efteem it needful, Sir, to deſire alſo, you will 


acquaint their Lordlhips, that I have diſcovered 
the only proper time for cutting down timber to 
h . it durable; ſo that by felling it at the ſea- 


ſon which I can direct, oak timber will endure 
much longer in the fabric of a ſhip, than if cut 
down aàt any other ſeaſon: alſo, that I can con- 
vince any gentleman (who wiſhed to be convinced) 

that the timber for which the Navy Board pays 
731. per cent. extra, cannot polſſibly be ſo durable 
as if cut down at a time of the year when it may 
be purchaſed conſiderably cheaper. I might add 
much more to impreſs their Lordſhips with a fa- 
vourable idea of my labours on this ſubject; but, 
to avoid prolixity, allow me, Sir, to declare what | 
I know is impoſſible to be contradicted; namely, 


that if ever the nation ſhould be brought into a 


war unprepared, the Eſſay in queſtion afſuredly 
points out how an incredible number of capital 


| ſhips may be built in one year (or leſs) if the 


Miniſters, who may then goyern the Marine De- 


partment, ſhould be hearty in the cauſe, and thoſe 


ſhips will endure in a ſound ſtate more than four 


times as long as thoſe built haſiily,. by the preſent 


mode of conſtructing them; ſo that the vaſt ex- 


pence may be ſpared of keeping up ſo very large 
a fleet in peace, as it hath been thought neceſſary 


to keep up in times paſt. And, that their Lord- 
ſhips may be convinced of my good intentions, 1 


beg leave to add, that in my anſwer to the Navy- 
Board's letter, ſent January, 1779, J informed 
the Commiſſioners, that part of the practice in the 


dock- yards (in conſtructing the ſhips of war) is 


contrary both to reaſon and experience, but thoſe 


Fernicious modes are Rill continued: though they 


muſt : 


C31 
muſt infallibly cauſe a ſpeedier decay than would 
otherwiſe reſult, even from the improper time of 
felling the timber. 

I cannot doubt, but that their Lordſhips have 
a ſecret wiſh to have theſe circumſtances explained 
to them; if ſo, and they ſnould think proper to 
cauſe the ſame to be ſignified to me, I am ready 
to umpart what cannot fail to give every well-wiſher 
to our moſt gracious SOVEREIGN, and to the 
proſperity « of his kingdoms, unſpeakable ſatisfac- 
tion; but the obtaining of that knowledge has 

coſt me a deal of money, beſide ſo much fatigue 
| and anxiety (for near fix years) as I would not, 
by choice, go through again for all that their I. ord- 
{thips could give me, or obtain for me: neverthe- 
leſs, if their Lordſhips will do to me. as the moſt 
moderate of them would wiſh me to do to him in 
this caſe, were our ſtations and circumſtances re- 
verſed, I am ready, willing and able to do much 
more for the Public than this letter contains. 

Laſtly. Iam of opinion it may be demonſtrated, 
that the ſhips built by contract this war, will not 
_ endure ſo long in a ſound ſtate, as thoſe built 
(by contract) laſt war, and will ſooner ſtand in 
need of being rebuilt ; conſequently, a greater 
expence mult attend them ; but the cauſe why 
they will more ſpeedily decay is a natural one, 
and ſuch as the Navy Board, perhaps, may not at 
| Preſent be able to prevent, though I can avert the 
bad effects of that natural cauſe. I am, with due 
reſpect, Sir, A moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
- RoBe&rT Tourixsox. 


R. 8. If the timber ſhould be ſeaſoned agree- 
able to my Eſſay, it is not of any conſequence in 


what ſcaſon it is cut down; but, unleſs my Eſſay 
be 


(7 
be adopted, the time of ſelling the oaks is a mat- 


ter of great importance. 
Sent by the General Polt, 19th December. wie 


N. B. No anſwer ER been given to this letter. 


No. * 


To Philip Stephens, Eſq. Admiralty-Office, London, 
on tas Majeſiys ſervice. 


Alton, 20th Dec. 17 80. 
Str, 

I duly received Mr. Jackſon's letter, dated 19th. 
inſtant, (in anſwer to my letter to the Earl of 
Sindwich, dated 15th November) written by com- 
mand of the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admi - 
ralty, who refer me to the Navy Board, from a 
belief that they will pay proper attention to any 
propoſals I may have to offer, for 1 improving. the 
ſhips of the Royal Navy. 

I beg leave, Sir, in anſwer, reſpeftfully to * | 
ſerve, that if his Lordſhip thought my letter 
merited any notice, I humbly hoped it would 
have been replied to with ſtronger ſignificancy, 

_ eſpecially as the ſubject of each paragraph in that 
letter, muſt be allowed to be of much importance, 
as the times are ſo alarming. But, as 1 ought to 
ſuppoſe, that their Lordſhips have reaſonable 
motives for that anſwer, I eſteem it my duty to 
give them ſubſtantial reaſons why I do not purſue 
the hint they have given me; and, I am ſorry 
that I cannot juſtly abbreviate this letter, becauſe 
I wiſh. to take up as little of your valuable time, 
Sir, as poſſible. | 
Was 


tai 


Was it | manifeſt, Sir, that the Navy Board 
enerally conſiſted of gentlemen competent of 


themſelves to form an accurate judgment of every 


plan that ſhould be laid before them, on the ſub- 
ject of my Effay ; and was it alſo reaſonable for me 
to ſuppoſe, that thoſe commiſſioners are always 
unbiaſſed and uninſtuenced, the affectionate 

loyaliy which I bear to our molt gracious Sove- 
reign and his illuſtrious family, with the ardent 
zeal that excites me molt earneſtly to wiſh the 


utmoſt proſperity to my country, would lead me 


to ſubmit the fate of my Eſſay unreſervedly to 
their determination, eſpecially at this critical æra, 
when ſuch an hoſt of potent, formidable enemies 
are confederate againſt us, and ſeem determined, 
not only to deprive the King of the ſovereignty of 
the ſeas, but allo to reduce his Majeſty's heredi- 
tary, legitimate empire, and to ſtrip the Crown 
of its poſſeſſions honourably acquired, and juſtly 
entailed thereon. But the following reaſons, in 
addition to thoſe I fent their Lordſhips in my 
letter, dated 23d [anuary, 1779, are the motives 
which induce me to excule myſelf from ſubmitting 
any part of my labours to that Board. 

Firſt,— About forty years ago, the Navy Board 
adopted a mode of ſeaſoning the ſhips (I am in- 
formed) which was, that of paying the timbers 
with turpentine as ſoon as they were put up in 
the frame of a ſhip; but when it became neceſſary 
to bore the timbers, in order to plank the fabric, 
they found them what the ſhipwrights term fun- 
gous (i. e. ſpongy.) This proves, that neither the 
projector, nor thoſe commiſſioners, were acquaint= 
ed with even the firſt rudiments of Natural Philo- 


ſophy. 


a F 8 Second. 


456 

Second. A variety of modes have been attend- 
ed to, and ſome of them adopted by various Navy 
Boards, of a much later date; one of which was 
that of pickling timbers and planks; but that 
practice could not poſſibly have been fully con- 
ſidered by any gentleman who adopted it (had 
they been even but young ſtudents in Nature's 
ſcchool) or they would have rejected the very firſt 

propoſal of ſuch a plan. . 

T hirdly.—Some e//enizal parts of the preſent 
practice of the dock-yards (which, I ſuppoſe, ori- 
ginate at the Navy Board) are ſuch as have not 

been ſufficiently conſidered, either when firſt 
adopted, or ſince ; becauſe it may be eaſily ſhewn, 
that inſtead of a tendency to preſerve the timber, 
thoſe practices mu/t aſſiſt to cauſe a rapid decay,— 

Fourthly—I know that there was one mode re- 
commended a few years paſt, which indeed would 
have been ted:ous in its operations, but could not 
have failed to have been favourable in its conſe- 
quences ; nevertheleſs it was refed. All theſe 
may ſerve to prove that the Navy Board has been 
very far from having any pretenſions to infalli- 
bility, for the laſt forty years; ſo that I hope 
their Lordſhips will not think me wanting in 
reſpe& to them, when 1 beg leave to ſay, that I 
ſhould do injuſtice to myſelf to riſk the fate of my 
Eſſay on Timber to the determination of any 
judges, ſeemingly incompetent to give a com- 

lete verdiQ& thereon; and more eſpecially, as 
ſeveral of the moſt eſſential of my propoſitions 
are entirely new *. I can alſo produce as good 

bh teſtimony 

* Since I wrote the above Letter to the Admiralty, I have 
heard the higheſt and moſt enviable character of Sir Charles 


Middleton, the Comptroller of the Navy, and Mr, Surveyor 
8 ,, Hunt, 
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Wc 
teſtimiony as can be juſtly deſired, that the ſaid 
Eſſay will fully anſwer the valuable purpoſes for 

which it has been written. 

I am, with duc reſpect, Sir, 

| Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
RoB. TOMLINSON. 


P. 8, 1 know not any of the Com of 
the Navy, except Mr. Hunt. and but very little 
cf that Gentleman; ther.tore, I can have no 
other motive to induce me to make ſuch free 
obſervations, than a view to the honour of the 
Crown, and the profperity of its Empire. 


MEMORANDUM. | 
The above was not ſent until the 4th of Ja- 
nuary, 1781, for reaſons given in the letter next 
following of that date, when they were encloſed 
and ſent * by Genera Poſt. 


To piu ar £/q. A Office. On his 
 Majeſly's fervice.” | 


No. 3 


Alton, 4th January, 178 1. 
Sin, 
THE letter which accompanies this has been 
laying by me ever fince its date, from an appre- 


Fa 7 henhon 


Hunt, reſpecting cheir abilities and attention to the public 
ſervice ; but the circumſtances above referred to, were 
tranſacted prior to their being in office. All the other 
preſent Commiſſioners of the Navy may be equally valuable 
in their reſpective departments, but I have not the honour . 


to know them, or to have any acquaintance with thoſe 


1 
henſion that as their Lordſhips have anſwered 
mine of the 15th of November laſt fo partially, 


by taking notice of no more than one part of that 


letter, which contained four important propo- 
fitions, not one of which was a chimera haſtily 
conceived and raſhly adopted, but the reſult of 
ſerious conſideration, and (I humbly hope) a 
competent knowledge of and acquaintance with 
the leading points exprefled therein, and I was 


further diſcouraged from ſending that incloſed 


herewith, becauſe their I ordſhips have not vouch- 
ſafed to give any anſwer to mine of the 19th ul- 
timo. But as a new and powerful enemy is 
added to thoſe whom this nation had to contend 
with before, and alſo having read of the loſſes and 
diſaſters which have befallen his Majeſty's ſhips 


in the Weſt-Indies, I now think it my duty to 


ſend that letter, as an anſwer to Mr. 1 


letter therein erred to; and [ beg leave to add, 


Sir, that I am willing at this important criſis to 
give up all my labours, which have a tendency to 
the benefit of the thips of the Royal Navy, on 
ſuch eaſy terms, as will abundantly manifeſt that 
I am more ſolicitous to promote the public wel- 
fare than the intereſt of him who is, with All: 
poſſible reſpe&, Sir, 
Your molt. obedient humble ſervant, 
Ros, TOMLINSON, 


| MEMORANDUM. 

This was ſent the day of its date (viz. 4th Ja- 

nuary, 1781) encloſed with that immediately pre- 
ceding it, dated 28th December, . 


To 


(97) 


| N the Comm! 72 oners of FEA Maiehy' Hog On tus 
| : 5400 5 * N 


No. XII. 


Alon, 16th Januny, 1779- 
Sixs, 

THE day before I received your letter of the 
13th, I had written to the Navy Board, and ſup- 
pole that the contents of that letter were ſuch as 
rendered 1t needleſs for me to anſwer yours im- 
mediately. 

I have conſidered your requeſt, relative to the 
ſending my Eſſay for ſeaſoning Ship-Timber, in 
conſequence of Mr. Stephens's letter to you ; and 
in anſwer I beg leave reſpectfully to tay, that I 
ſhould be happy to have an opportunity of ſhew- 

ing the ſaid Eſſay to any, or all the Commiſſioners 

of the Navy ſeparately, at their own houſes, as 
private Gentlemen, not doubting that they would 
do by me, as they would expect me to do by 
them, were our different ſituations reverſed; but 
to ſend it to a Public Board, without a certainty 
of its being any advantage to myſelf, would be 
improper, in the opinion of ſuch of my friends as 
I have had opportunity to conſult, as well as in 
my own judgment. 

[ flattered myſelf, when I firſt addreſſed you, 
Sirs, that I ſhould have had it in my power to 
have ſent you, by this poſt, ſuch extracts from 
my ſaid Eſſay as would have enabled you to form 
ſome judgment thereon, relative to its utility, 


without ling 85 the whole; but though 1 
have 


5 


= 


have taken ſome pains for that purpoſe, I cannot 
accompliſh it. However, I will endeavour te 
give you ſome idea, Sirs, of the method in which 
I have treated the ſubject. and of ſome of the 
principal points treated on.——Firſt.—I have 
liated five opinions, which 1 have heard given, 
repeatedly, as the c:uſe why the ſhips are not-fo 
durable as formerly, and have conſidered each, 
ſo far as to prove that there is an eſſential error 


in them all; but have ſhewn how thoſe errors 


may be rectificd, and have illuſtrated my argu- 
ments by proper inſtances known to the Navy 
Board, and alſo by ſome philoſophical experi- 
ments. I have ſhewn further, that modes of 
ſeaſoning, which are tedious, are totally unne- 
ceſſary, as ſhips may be better ſcaſoned by my. 
methods, which take almoſt inſtantaneous effect. 

'The abſurdity and ſure deſtruction of timber, 
from boiling, demonſtrated, from a variety of 
proots, philoſophical and experimental. 

That the time of felling oaks, for ſhip- building, 
ought not to be in Winter; and the propereſt 
ſeaſon for doing ſo, inconteſt ably manifeſted. 
The depoſiting of timber under ſheds con- 
ſidered, and wherein its utility is impaired, 

A proof, advanced from very reſpectable and 
irrefutable teſtimony, that the Britiſh oak will not, 
unaſſiſted, endure half ſo long in a ſound ſtate as 
it formerly did, though cut down from the ſame 
plantations, and treated in every reſpect in the 
ſame manner, both 'in ſeaſoning the timber, and 
_ conſtructing of the fabric. I believe I can account, 
for this philoſophically. 
That the methods, which my Eſſay propoſes, 

will anſwer the purpoſes for which they have 
been written, I have proved, by ſuch experiments 
as 


tal 


as cannot be confuted ; becauſe - they are ſup- 
ported by admired philoſophers ; by the opinions 
of ſome eminent people in the profeſſion; by 
the preſent experience of his Majeſty's dock- 


yards; and by ſome experiments on the ope- 


rations of Nature, in her vegetative productions, 
which 1 have made. My propoſitions are alſo 
confirmed by common experience, and two ex- 
amples given to demonſtrate that. I have alſo 
ſhewn that the ſcantling of the capital ſhips may 
be reduced, if neceſſary, without diminiſhing the 
ſtrength of the ſhip. I have given proofs poſitive 
that nothing will ſeaſon oak timber thoroughly, 
in any reaſonable time, but the methods which 1 
have laid down. - | 
Some part of the preſent eſſential practice in 
the dock-yards is contradictory both to reaſon 
and experience: pardon this ailertion, Sirs, for I 
am certain that your good ſenſe will allow it, 
when pointed out to you. As to the Stetin oak, 
I am convinced that its durability may be much | 
prolonged, and its unhealthy effects totally re- 
moved. I can point out the worſt part of any 
{hip without ever leeing her (provided ſhe has 
not been repaired) and vindicate my reaſons by 
ſuch philoſophical proofs as cannot be refuted. 
There are many other eflential circumſtances 
treated on, which I muſt not mention ; becaule, 
if I was to deſcribe the effects only, they would 
lead to a diſcovery of the cauſes ; which, in juſtice 
to myſelf, I ought not to do. One effect, of 
importance, I may infert; my method of ſea- 
ſoning will aſſuredly contribute to make the ſhips 
healthy. I am, Sirs, your moſt humble ſervant, 
| Ros. TouLINSON. 
A copy of the above was ſent by the General | 
' Poſt, 17th 2866 1779. 
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EE... Alton, Hants, 14th unc, 1791. 

My Los, 5 5 | 
HAVING heard that “ the neutral powers of 
 * Europe have come to a final reſolution not to 
enter into any treaty for a general pacifcation, 
„ which has not for its baſis a free trade with 
North America.” And that the French have 
“ on ſervice, or fit for ſervice, 


| x Ships 
* Of 100 guns, or upwards 6 
* Of 80 | - 6 
RC ͤ 
72 


* making in the whole 72 ſhips of the line of 
battle, excluſive of the naval forces of Spain 
« and Holland.” And it may be apprehended. 
(from a variety of circumſtances) that the enemy 
are encreaſing their marine with very great ra- 
pidity, inſomuch, that my Lord North confeſſed 
in Parliament, that * there is no reaſon to ſup- 
% pole but that the Houſe of Bourbon will be 

e able to build ſhips too expeditiouſly for us to 
© keep up with her.” I have allo further read, 
that Sir Horace Mann is ſaid to have aſſerted in 
full Parliament, that © In every kingdom, through 
* which he travelled, and particularly at the 
« Court of Vienna, where he reſided, it was the 
* univerſal cry, Where is the boaſted ſuperiority 
of your fleet? Where is the ſovereignty you 

| „ aſſume 


Y 


„ 

** aſſume in the ocean? Our Debility is the Ixsr, 

« the WoN DER, the GRATITICATION of ALL. 
Theſe are, in part, what have induced me to 

addreſs your Lordſhip at this time, as one of his 

| Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of State. And as 


to the firſt, my Lord, viz. © The reſolution of 
the neutral powers, &c.“ I am fatisfied that 


their reſolutions can be fixed on no other baſis 


than a ſuppoſition that the maritime powers 


we ale at preſent engaged with, are quite ſuf- 
ficient to cope with our naval armaments, inſo- 


much, that their paltry force, thrown into either 


| fcale, will fo far preponderate as to determine for, 
or againſt the future eſſential intereſts of Great 
Britain. And as to the formidable and rapid 
encreale of the French navy, I can eaſily account 
for that; alſo to counteract the efficacy of ſuch 
encreale, and to give his Majeſty an indiſputable, 
decided ſuperiority over the united force of all 
Europe, 1s another motive for this addreſs ; which 
(ſuperiority) I am bold to ſay, can never be ef- 
fected by the preſent mode of ſeaſoning the tim- 
ber, &c. of capital ſhips. The lifts, encloſed 
herewith, numbered from one to nine, will eluci- 
date this point, and be a ſtronger proof of the 
truth of this aſſertion, than if a large volume of 
arguments were to be written in fupport of it. 
But to prove the rapid decay of the ſhips of the 
Royal fleet, would be a very unpleaſing taſk, my 
Lord, had I nothing to offer as a preſervative, 


from ſuch decay; but having found out a mode 


of ſeaſoning ſhip timber perfectiy, and which may 
be effected with ſuch expedition, as that his Ma- 
jeſty's navy may be encreaſed with incredible ra- 


poidity, ſo as to bid defiance to the united efforts 
of all the maritime powers of Europe to keep 
| G. öͤĩ pace 
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Pace with Britain, in the encreaſe of their fleets. | 
And what (I flatter myſelf) will be an irrefiſtable -- 

temptation to his Majeſty's moſt - Honourable 
Privy Council, to attend to my propoſitions is, 
that thoſe ſhips ſhall endure, at leaſt, three times 
as long in a perfect found ſtate, as ſhips built by 
the common modes of ſeaſoning, though thole 
ſeaſoned by my method, ſhould be conſtructed 
-and finiſhed in a quarter part of the time uſually 
taken up for that purpoie. And what I beg leave 
reſpeCtiully to offer, will not only be a preſent 
unſpeakable advantage, but a perpetual one; for, 
if the Royal Navy requires five millions of money 
every ten years, to keep up a fleet of eighty ſhips 
of the line; and if it can be proved (as it aſ- 
ſuredly may) that my method will preſerve the 
ſhips in good condition thirty years inſtead of ten 
ears, it follows of courſe that TEN MILLIONS 
will be ſaved every thirty years, by adopting my 
labours. And to this pecuniary advantage, I may 
ſafely declare, that thoſe ſhips will poſſeſs many 
valuable properties which thoſe do not that are 
built by the common modes. Nor are theſe vague 
allertions, my Lord, unſupported, for what I 


wiſh to offer, are proved by a variety of experi- 


ments in the Philoſophical Tranſactions, by the 
Memoirs of the Academy of Sciences at Paris, 
and derive an additional recommendation from 
the late Dr. Hales's vegetable experiments, &c. 
as they are allo further confirmed by ſeveral re- 
marks on the paſt and preſent practice of his Ma- 
jeſty's dock-yards, and illuſtrated by many ob- 
{ervations on the progrels of Nature's operations, 
in her vegetative productions, which I have made, 
and whereby I. have demonſtrated that, the tim- 
ber which the n Board pays 71.5 per cent. 


extr a, 
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. extra, cannot poſſibly be ſo durable in the fabric 


of a ſhip, as if cut down at a ſeaſon of the year 
when it may be purchaſed conſiderably cheaper. 
I have alſo ſhown the caufes of the rapid decay 
which has attended the capital ſhips of the navy 
for at leaſt 30 years paſt, and laid 1 an infal- 
lable preventative : I can alſo remove the unhealthy 
effecis of the German timber, of which, I am 
told there is much in ſtore, whereby a conſider- 
able ſum will be ſaved to the public. I am aware 
that it will be natural for your Lordſhip to ſay, 
the Britiſh navy is, and has been encreaſing for 
ſeveral years paſt. As any aſſertion of mine to 
the contrary, without proof, might juſtly be 
deemed impertinent and unſatisfactory. I have 
taken the trouble to tranſcribe the encloſed liſts 
for your Lordſhip's peruſal, u hich cannot be ex- 
pected to be ſq accurate as if made out at the Navy 
Office; yet, I flatter myſelf, they will be found 
ſo near the truth, as to prove that there is an in- 
diſpenſible neceſſitv to adopt ſome mode which 
will afford a reaſonable hope of preſerving the 
ſhips much longer in a ſound ſtate, than the du- 
ration of any of thoſe ſhips which have been 
launched at any period for the laſt go years,— 
The remarks I have made on the differcnt ſheets 
will elucidate each, ſo as to enable your Lordſhip 
to comprehend the whole. Perhaps your Lord- 
ſhip may ſay, this addreſs ſhould have been to 
the Admiralty. I am ſorry, my Lord, that truth 
weill ſupport me in declaring that I have been 
uſing every means in my power, for upwards of 


five years, to prevail on their Lordſhips to give 


me an impartial, candid hearing on this ſubject, 

but to no purpoſe. Therefore, I reſpectfully en- 

treat your Lordſhip will do me the honour to be- 
2M G 2 lieve 
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lieve me, when ] ſay that. it is a dutiful affection 
for my Sovereign, a beneficent eſteem for my fel- 
low ſubjects, and à hearty zeal for the proſperity 
of his Majeſty's empire, which have led me to the 
trouble and expence of acquiring the contents of 
the ſheets. containing the liſts which accompany 
this, and from a hope that they may be inſtru- 
mental to lead to a diſcovery, that if the abilities 
of provident Miniſters, ſupported by very large 
ſums of the public money, cannot keep up a fleet of 
eigliy his of the line in good condition, thoſe ſheets 
may then be further inſtrumental to lead to the 
adoption of ſuch a mode of conſtructing and ſea- 
ſoning the ſhips, as may give his Majeſty a ſpeedy 
decided ſuperiority over all the maritime powers 
on earth, and enable his Miniſters to bid defiance 
to all thoſe powers in Europe, who may attempt 
to diveſt our moſt gracious King of the ſovereignty 
on the ſeas, which the illuſtrious Houſe of Ha- 
nover hath juſtly claimed ever fince its happy ac- 
ceſſion to the throne of theſe kingdoms, eſpecially 
as that dominion (on the ſeas): has been provi- | 
dentially inſtrumental to controul the ambition of 
our imperious neighbours, and to preſerve hither- 
to a happy balance in the power of Europe. 
I have done myſelf the honour to addreſs your 
Lordſhip at this time, rather than any other of his 
Majeſty's Miniſters, becauſe I have the honour to 
be known to Sir Stanier Porten, who can teſtify, 
that ſome years paſt, I rendered the public eſſential 
ſervices, and Adminiſtration ſome ſingular bene- 
fits, all of which were attended with conſiderable 
expence to myſelf, but with no expence to Go- 
vernment, allo of ſome riſk to my perſon, and with 
much fatigue ; but, inſtead of a juſt recompence, 
J have had nothing but promiſes, or unmerited dil- 
W | appointments; | 
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appointments ; yet thoſe have neither damped my. 
zeal, nor abated my earneſt endeavours to ſerve 
the eſſential intereſts of my King and country. 
| The only reluQance which I have felt in addreſſing 
your Lordſhip on this occaſion is, leſt I ſhould 
thereby unwillingly offend my Lords Commil- 
ſioners of the Admiralty ; but I flatter myſelf your 
Lordſhip will allow me to be excuſable, when I 
declare that I have, with unremitting, but conſci- 
_ . entious importunity, reiterated my ſolicitations to 
the Earl of Sandwich, as well as to that Right 
Honourable Board, entreating (with due reſpect) 
that they would be pleaſed to take my labours 
under conſideration; and as an inconteſtible 


roof that the honour of my Sovereign, and the 


welfare of my country were my chiefeſt end and 
deſire thereby, I aſked only for a ſingle ſtep of 
omotion in the line of ſervice, wherein I had 
ſpent all the prime of my life, with an irreproach- 
able character, and offered to give any ſecurity 
which might be required, that if what I had to 
offer ſhould not be allowed to deſerve a far greater 
recompence, the favour I aſked ſhould not be of 
any ſervice to me; but even this propoſal was not 
| replied to. But I am willing to hope that your 
Lordſhip requires no other ſtimulus to excite your 
utmoſt endeavours, in this caſe, than to be re- 
minded, that the foreign Gazettes, by the laſt mails, 
inform us, that the French Welt-India convoy of 
31 ſhips, arrived ſafe at Corunna the 12th ultimo, 
under the eſcort of two frigates, though our St, 
Euſtatia fleet was captured about the fame time 
under a much more reſpectable convoy; and the 
underwriters refuſed, laſt Saturday, at Lloyd's, 
to inſure our expected Jamaica fleet, at 40 
guineas per centum, and lome of his Majeſty" 8 


ſhips 
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ſhips have been detained in Ireland above a month, 
from an apprehenſion that they could not with 
ſafety proceed until reinforced. All theſe circum- 
ſtances, I humbly ſuppoſe, plead ſtrongly, my 
Lord, for a ſpeedy augmentation of the royal fleet: 
and I hope they will apologize for my troubling 
your Lordſhip with ſa long an epiltle. And, 
when ſhips are built, I &0w that ſeamen may be 
obtained. Condeſcend to bear with me, my Lord, 
while I mention one more particular, which ought 
not to be overlooked, I mean the neceſſity Vice 
Admiral Darby was under ta decline a battle in 
December laſt with the Comte d' Eſtaing, on ac- 
count of the enemy's very great ſuperiority, 
whereby the French fleet arrived ſafe in port, with 
a very rich and numerous convoy; the reſult of 
which could not be productive of fewer advan- 
tages to France than the following, namely, that 
It raiſes the ſpirits of their nation politically and 
commercially ; ; it gives the merchants the advan- 
tage of that great traffic which the cargoes of ſuch 
a fleet occalions; it ſupplies France with many 
articles that it wanted, at a reaſanable price; it 

ves boldneſs and confidewes ta their fleets, and 
the ſafe arrival of ſuch a multitude of ſeamen, ip 
| thoſe merchant ſhips, affords a ſeaſonable and a 
valuable ſupply of able ſeamen to help to man 
their navy for the enſuing campaign, It alſo en- 
hances the conſequence of France, in the eyes of 
all Europe, in proportion as ſuch events depre- 
ciate Britain, and makes thoſe Courts afraid of our 
alliance, who may ſecretly wiſn us ſucceſs. On the 
contrary, if the fleet, under Admiral Darby, had 
been of ſuch force as to have made it prudent to 
have fought Monſieur d'Eſtaing with hope of 
— the advantages 3 from the defeat 2 
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ſo conſiderable a part of their navy, with the pro- 
bable capture of ſo large a fleet of rich merchant 
ſhips, would moſt likely have been productive of a 
ſpeedy and an honourable peace, which thoſe ad- 
vantages (France thereby gained) have moſt pro- 
bably "Temoved to a diſtant æra. But notwith- 
ftanding that part of the French naval conduct 
(above referred to) there happily appears to be 
a ſpirit of infatuation, my Lord, in the councils 
of France, or a ſtrange defect in maritime know- 
ledge, or in marine politics, To prove this, I beg 
leave to mention but two inſtances, out of ſeveral 
which might be enumerated ; and the firſt is, that 
of the campaign in the Weſt-Indies laſt year. 
On the 12th of April, 1780, the French had 29 
ſhips of the line. M. de Guichen (I ſuppoſe) 
knew that Sir George Rodney had but 19 ; when 
inſtead of fighting the Admiral with his whole 
force, he detached four of his beſt ſhips to Cape 
Francois, and fought Sir George with only 25 ; 
whereas, had he brought his whole flect into action, 
t 16 highly probable, that, from the behaviour of 
part of the C 
defeat muſt have been the reſult, in ſpite of Sir 


George's perſonal bravery. The ſecond — 


is more recent; which, to repreſent properly, 1 

beg permiſſion, my Lord, to ſuppoſe, that if the 
fleet of 26 ſhips of the line, which failed from 
Breſt the 22d of March laſt, under M. de Graſſe. 
(with many tranſports) had gone directly to the 
Cheſapeak, with the 12,000 troops they are ſaid to 
have had on board, what muſt have been the con- 


ſequence! But, inſtead of doing ſo, they provi-, 


dentially detached an ineffectual force after Go- 
vernor Johnſtone, and have ſent the others (pri- 
ſoners ſay) to Martine I rather ink to 

Cape 


s of his Majelty's leet, a 
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Cape Francois; becauſe, the ſun being nearly 
vertical in the Weſt-Indies, from the middle of 
April till paſt the middle of Auguſt, they cannot 
propoſe making that ſtation the ſcene of action, 

without greatly hazarding the lives of moſt of 
their people. It is, therefore, a reaſonable ſuppo- 
ſition that they are chiefly intent upon protecting 
their commerce, and thereby ſo protracting the war, 
as to exhauſt the finances of this kingdom; but a 
| ſpeedy augmentation of his Majeſty' s Capital 
ſhips would defeat thoſe defigns and fruſtrate all 
their hopes; which augmentation, to thirty ſhips 
of the line, or more, I am fatisfied may be made 
by next May; and, inthe mean time, I ſeriouſly 
believe, that a plan may be formed for effectually 


intercepting their homeward bound Weſt-India 


fleet and convoy, even with our preſent force, in 
September next, whether they ſteer for Spain or 
France, and that without expoſing Britain to any 
hazardous attack from the abſence of his ny 8 
fleet. 

Should any favourable events fall out this cam- 
paign which may lead to a peace, the ability of 
this kingdom to build ſuch a number of capital 
ſhips ſo very rapidly, when manifeſted to the 
world cannot fail to be in ſome meaſure inſtru- 
| mental to obtain better conditions; but ſhould the 
war be protracted, the command on the ocean 
muſt be a very deſirable acquiſition, and which 
(in all human probability) cannot fail to be the 
caſe, in perpetuum, if my labours be attended to. 
As your Lordſhip is well known to be very 
zealous for his Majeſty's honour and his people's 
intereſt, I humbly ſuppoſe that your Lordſhip 
eſteems no time beiter employed than in conſider- 


ing Whatever has a favourable tendency to pro- 
_ moke. 


A 


| mote. the good of his Majeſty's ſervice, more 
eſpecially when it is of ſuch vaſt importance as 


that which is the chief ſubject hereof; and there- 


fore having been ſo prolix already, I will not 
render myſelf more tedious by making any fur- 


ther apology, but only beg leave to add, that I 


am, with all poſſible reſpect, 
My Lord, your Lordſhip's 
Moſt obedient humble. ſervant, 
RozERT TOMLINSON. 


Right Hon. the Earl of Hilſborouh &c. Kc. &c. 


P. S. The contents of theſe ſheets have laid by 
me ſome time, from an apprehenſion leſt I ſhould 
give offence, when I mean only to give what ap- 
ars to me, neceſſary information. But, I have 
read a Right Hon. Gentleman's ſpeech on Mr. 
Fox's late motion in the Houſe of Commons, (as 
ſtated in the Gazetteer of yeſterday) which holds 
forth ſuch deſpondency as leads me to ſuppoſe, 
that it is my indiſpenſible duty to ſend the packet to 
- your Lordſhip, as I humbly hope its contents 
will demonſtrate, that Great Britain 1s yet more 
than a match (ſub Deo) for all the maritime na- 
tions of Europe, if her powers be fully and pro- 
perly exerted. 
29th Jure, 1781. 


N. B. The above was ſent by the General Poſt, 
this 19th June, 1781, addreſſ:d, © To the 
Right Hon. the Earl of Hillſborough, One of 
his Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of State, &c. 
* &c. &c. On his Majeſty's ſervice.” | 

Incloſed wherewith were nine liſts, to the fol- 


. lowing purport : 


HK An 
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| An abſtract from the nine liſts, ſent to. Lord | 
. Hillſborough. = 
N. B. All the following numbers refer to ſhips 
of the line of battle. 
No. 1. Contains a liſt of the ſhips of the 
line in commiſſion 31ſt December, 
1756, amounting to — '— 69 
4 5 Spe of 4 guardſhips. N 
No. 2. A liſt of Britiſh ſhips, all new be- 
"| tween 1756 and 1ſt of May, 1781, 
including Africa and Agamemnon, 
| Juſt then launched, —., — -107 
No. g. A liſt of Britiſh-built ſhips repaired = 
between 1756 and 1ſt May, 1781, 132 
No. 4. A liſt of French and Spaniſh ſhips 
captured, fitted and commiſſioned, | 
from 1756 to 1ſt May, 1781, 22 
No. 5. A liſt of ſuch of thoſe 22 French 
and Spaniſh ſhips, as were repaired 
between 1756 and 1ſt May, _—_— | | 
. amouriting t to — — 14 
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| There remains, as appears by the liſt, N o. 7. 


g Fit for foreign ſervice, — — 4 
Fit for Channel ſervice, — — 
In doubtful condition, — — — 
1ſt May, 1781, Total 8g 


Which 83 being extratted from 354» ſhows 
the number of ſhips worn out in 24 years 
and ur * to be — — 271 


1 or 
| No, 6. Contains Sir Eo Hawke' s iſt 
| of thips of the line, fit for actual 
ſervice, 31ſt December, 1770, and 
proves them to have been the num- 
ber of — — — — 80 
No. 7. Is referred to above, and thows 
that Lord Sandwich's fleet conſiſts 
onhy of 83 ſhips of the line, — 83 
No. 8. Contains ſome remarks on ſhips in com- 
Oe miſſion, that are unfit for ſervice. 
No. 9. Contains the names of eighty ſhips and 
| ſloops of war that have been loſt, wa 
_ funk, or burnt, fince the goth of June, ; 
RS | 
Tyne was alſo an abſtract of che whole. 


I have no Joube but that Lord Hillborough 


did his duty in laying the above before the Privy _ 


Council, and took ſuch meaſures as appeared ne- 
ceſſary to his Lordſhip on the occation ; but why 
J never had any anſwer to it, the preceding and 
ſubſequent en may perhaps give a reaſon. 


No. 
On his Majeſty's ſervice. 
'T up Stephens, E 4. 4 Londen. 
Alton, 3d December, 1781. 
81 R, | 
I am excited to this addreſs from the unfavour- 
able news publiſhed in the London Gazette of 
Tueſday laſt; for it ſeems by the public prints, 


that bn ak in general a tribute the loſs of the 
2 | ar 
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army, and the late diſgrace of his Majeſty's arms N 
in America, to the ſuperiority of the fleets of the 
Houſe of Bourbon, which opinion appears to 
have been publicly ſupported in Parliament by 
a Nobleman high in office; therefore, having it 
in my power to point out to the Lords Com- 
miſſioners of the Admiralty, how a very conſider- 
able addition of durable capital ſhips may afſurediy 
be made to his Majeſty's fleet, to be in readineſs 
for the ſervice of the next Summer, I ſhould 
eſteem my unpardonable was I to omit any proper 
means in endeavouring to prevail on their Lord- 
ſhips to give a due attention to my labours on 
this head. Perhaps their Lordſhips may fay, I 
have been redundant on that ſubject. If fo, I 
beg leave to anſwer with all poſſible reſpect, that 
1 have taken a moſt ſolemn oath to hjs Majeſty, 
by which, I eſteem myſelf indiſpenſibly ob!i- 
gated to ſerve his intereſt, and that of his empire 
Faithfully, and to the very ulmoſt of my power. I . 
will not enumerate the many loſſes and diſad- 
vantages that the nation has ſuſtained this war, 
through the want of a more numerous fleet, leſt 
it ſhould be ſuppoſed I mean to offer any diſre- | 
ſpect to their Lordſhips ; but, it is from reflec- 
tions thereon, that I have 98 impelled to ad- 
dreſs their Lordſhips fo repeatedly, though labour- 
ing under a very bad feate of health, brought on me 
by intenſe application to the means of preſerving 
the Royal Navy, &c. but I have thereby gained 
| ſuch knowledge, as if communicated to their 
Lordſhips, would enable them, in a reaſonable 
time, to extinguiſh the flames of war, by ſpeedil 
gaining ſuch a fleet as would enable his Majeſty's 
enemies to ſue for peace, on n ſuch terms as mes 
make 


1 
make Great-Britain ſtill glorious in the eyes of all 
nations. | | vl | 

Let me entreat you, Sir, to beg their Lord- 
| ſhips not to deſpiſe my labours, becauſe they are 
thoſe of a perſon in my humble ſituation. Both 
facred and prophane hiſtory afford abundant 
_ proofs, that Divine Providence hath frequently 
been pleaſed to make very mean agents inſtrumen- 
tal for bringing about great events; but I will 
omut the proofs in the firſt, and out of the multi- 
tude in prophane hiſtory, I will give you only 
one: The cackling of a flock of geeſe ſaved the 
CAPITAL of the RoMAN EmPirt; and I can 
point out the moſt reaſonable: and certain means 
pf extricating this empire from its difficulties, and 
demonſtrate how his Majeſty may aſſuredly 
triumph over all his declared enemies, more 
ſpeedily than will be credited until it be mani- 
felted. Writing is now become ſuch weariſome 
employ to me, that if their Lordſhips reject this 
offer, they may never have another of this import 
from me. Allow me to entreat your patience, 
Sir, while I add one very important, and I ſup- 
ole rather an alarming circumſtance, which ma 
not have been fully weighed ; namely, that from 
the 1ſt of January, 1757, to the goth of Septem- 
per, 1781, twenty-four years and nine months. 
there have been worn out two hundred and 
ſeventy- one ſhips of the line, viz. ſixty- nine in 
commiſſion the iſt of January, 1757 (ſixty of 
which were reported by the Navy Board to be in 
good condition) one hundred and ſeventy built 
ſince; one hundred and forty-two completely re- 
paired; twenty-two captured, fitted and com- 
miſſioned; fourteen of thoſe completely repaired, 
making in the whole three hundred and fifty-four ; 
8 | | and 


„ 
and now but eighty-three, at moft, fit for ſervice; 
and the condition ef many of thoſe, to my certain 
knowledge, is not to be depended on, for any 


len th of time. 
If we divide 271 by the above ipeciti id, it ma- 


nifeſts a diminution of nearly eleven ſhips per 


year, Communibus Annis: but, if we eltimate 
thoſe in cnmmiſſion iſt January, 1757, and all 
thoſe ſince repaired or captured, only as equal to 
half the number of new ſhips, thoſe added to 107, 


built new ſince that æra, make 230, from which, 
pleaſe to deduct 83 (that is ſuppoling all thofe 83 


to be equal to new ſhips, though that is by no 
means the caſe) and there remains 148, which 
divided by the ſame time, gives a diminution of 
what is equal to, at Ieaſt, fix new ſhips of the line 


| every year; but, all the efforts of the Navy 


Board, aſſiſted by many private dock-yards, do 
not appear to have been able to make an increaſe 


equal to that decay, for I find no more than ten 


new ſhips launched (one of ſeventy-four guns, 
and nine of ſixty- four) between the 20th of Sep- 
tember 1779, and the 2oth of September 1781; 
therefore the decays exceed the ſupplies, | 
I am, with due reſpect, Sir, | 
your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 

| RoBERT TOMLINSON. 

A copy of this letter was ſent by the General 
Poſt, addreſſed to Philip Stephens, Eſq. Admi- 
ralty-Office, London, the 4th of December, 1781, 
on his Majeſty's ſervice.” 


Ropzar TOMLINSON. 

No anſwer has been given to it this tenth day of 
ory 1782, though it will doubtleſs be ob- 
erved, that I neither aſked fee nor reward, for 


my labours, which had m_ coſt me my life. 
ROBERT TOMLINSON. 


